*****************************************************************************
SUBJECT:  Description of DLAR Veterinary Care

The following is a description of the facilities of DLAR and services provided by DLAR.  I hope this will be sufficient for your application.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
The Division of Laboratory Animal Resources (DLAR) at the University of Kentucky was AAALAC accredited in 1966, and has maintained accreditation since that time. The dedicated research animal space in DLAR facilities is about 74,000sq ft . The total area of accredited facilities, including support space, is approximately 88,446 ft2. 
The DLAR is responsible for the husbandry and assurance of the humane care and treatment of animals used for biomedical research and teaching at the University of Kentucky. Animal care is provided by 30 animal technicians, 3 animal care supervisors, a  facilities  and operations manager, 3 clinical veterinary technicians, two surgery technicians, a surgery supervisor, and 4 research analysts.  Pathology, clinical laboratory, surgical, and medical services are under the direction of 5 veterinarians, two are board certified laboratory animal specialists, two have advanced post-graduate degrees and one is a veterinary pathologist experienced in laboratory animal medicine.  In addition DLAR has a full time training supervisor who trains both research staff and DLAR staff in animal care and use procedures.  The business support staff of DLAR consists of 5 individuals being directed by an MBA
DLAR veterinarians and veterinary technicians are available for the management of medical and/or research related problems daily, all evenings and holidays. In addition, the DLAR emphasizes preventative medicine that is exemplified by a rodent screening serology program and health monitoring programs for other species. All protocols involving animals are performed under the supervision of the University of Kentucky Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).  Animals are housed according to regulations stipulated by the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.  Enrichment programs have been developed to promote species-specific behaviors and appropriate interactions for social species, as appropriate for the research using these species. 
The DLAR Experimental Surgery facility has two prep rooms ,two surgeon scrub rooms three operating rooms,one operating room with fluoroscopy and two recovery rooms. The DLAR Experimental Surgery facility has four fully equipped surgical suites that can be utilized for survival surgery. Two suites are maintained in a sterile condition for survival surgery. 
Cardiac Fluoroscopy, CR digital X-ray & dental X-ray.  ..2 hands free scrub areas, two prep areas …Fluid pumps. MRI compatible syringe pump,  Monitoring systems include: SPO2,CO2, Non-Invasive Blood Pressure,  Invasive Blood Pressure  Temp. Respirations & HR.   Ultrasound, intravascular Ultrasound, Dental machine with high speed drill, N2 port in sx suites for N2 driven instruments or laser. Central vacuum & scavenging systems, Steam and Ethylene Oxide sterilization available in exp. sx area.  In the Clinical lab we can do General chemistries & CBC. We have an I-stat to do blood gases & electrolytes.  We also have a Veterinary pathologist  Dr. Coyle  323-7132.

All investigators and their personnel working with animals must complete DLAR training requirements to assure that animals are treated and cared for in a humane way. This training is documented and completion is required for obtaining IACUC approval.  Animals are housed according to regulations stipulated by the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals to promote the conduct of scientifically sound research. 
